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Background 
● June 2021 UC Davis Graduate with a B.S. in 

Environmental Science and Management 
● Working a 10-month fellowship program 

through Climate Corps as a Climate Action 
and Sustainability Program Specialist at the 
Chancellor’s Office 

● Working on a guidebook to help districts 
throughout the state implement the 8 
sustainability goals outlined in the Climate 
Action and Sustainability framework released 
by the Board of Governors 



Climate Action and Sustainability  
The Chancellor’s Office has been working on Climate Action and 
Sustainability initiatives since 2013

● Climate Action and Sustainability 
Policy - 2019

● Climate Action and Sustainability - 
2021 



The Climate Action and Sustainability Framework 
8 BOG Goals 

● Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions 
● Energy 
● Green Buildings
● Purchasing and Procurement 
● Water 
● Waste
● Transportation 
● Food Systems 





Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions

● Establish a baseline
● Track and report emissions 
● Moving towards carbon neutrality 



Green Buildings 

● ZNE and electrification strategy 
● LEED or WELL assessments of buildings 
● Reducing natural gas usage in buildings 



Energy 

● EUI and EUL analysis 
● Plan to decrease EUI over time 
● All relative to benchmarking 



Water 
● Benchmarking potable water usage 
● Irrigation metering
● Stormwater management 
● Reducing potable water usage  



Waste

● Waste categorization assessment 
● Reducing material consumption
● Decrease material circularity



Purchasing and Procurement 

● Benchmark sustainability characteristics of existing products
● Increase procurement of sustainable products relative to benchmark



Transportation
● Keeping track of fleet vehicles and moving towards vehicle 

electrification 
● Making improvements for pedestrians and cyclists
● Green parking permits  



Food Systems 
● Focused on increasing 

sustainable food purchases 
● Uses “Real Food Challenge” 



What is AASHE STARS?  
AASHE - Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in 
Higher Education

STARS - Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment, and Rating System 

● STARS is a program of AASHE



STARS Overview 
There are 5 STARS categories:

● Academics 

● Engagement 

● Operations

● Planning & Administration 

● Innovation & Leadership 



The Importance of Benchmarking 

“Figure out where you are now, so you can decide where to go later” 

● Benchmarking using the STARS tool allows districts to see how much progress 
they’ve made towards meeting different Climate Action and Sustainability goals  



Beginning the STARS Process 

● First you must create a free 
AASHE account

● To access the STARS reporting 
tool, you have to register your 
specific campus and designate 
a STARS Liaison and Executive 
Contact 



Showing an Actual STARS Report 
● Let’s take a look at what an actual STARS report looks like 

○ https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/california-college-of-the-arts-ca/report/2018-03-02/
■ (4 yr unscored)

○ https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/santa-rosa-junior-college-ca/report/2019-02-28/ 
■ (2 yr scored) 

https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/california-college-of-the-arts-ca/report/2018-03-02/
https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/santa-rosa-junior-college-ca/report/2019-02-28/


Scored vs. Unscored Reports 
● There is an option for campuses 

to pay for a premium STARS 
account, which is how you get a 
STARS rating

● We are instead focused on 
submitting unscored reports for 
purely benchmarking purposes 



Recap 
● STARS is ultimately a tool to capture sustainability data - we are really focused 

on how we can best help districts meet the Board of Governors Climate Action 
and Sustainability Goals 

● We think benchmarking is a crucial step - every district is going to go about the 
process a little differently!

● We want districts to communicate and work together to best meet the Climate 
Action and Sustainability Framework goals 



Questions?
Any STARS/sustainability related questions: cmoisan@cccco.edu


